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Abstract

Public rights in the Iranian legal system have long been regarded as one of the fundamental
yet complex concepts which, due to ambiguities surrounding their precise definition, the
determination of their instances, and the identification of the institutions responsible for
their protection, have consistently been the subject of debate and controversy. In light of the
emergence of modern social, economic, and environmental challenges including the
destruction of natural resources, pollution, capital market violations, and public health
crises the need to reconsider effective mechanisms for preventing the infringement of
public interests has become increasingly evident. This study aims to elucidate the
theoretical and practical foundations of public rights and to examine the preventive role of
the Judiciary, particularly the Public and Revolutionary Prosecutor, in safeguarding these
rights. This research has been conducted using a descriptive—analytical method. The
findings indicate that public rights constitute a supra-individual and public-benefit concept
which, without requiring the existence of a specific personal beneficiary, encompass areas
such as environmental protection, public health, cultural heritage, consumer rights, and the
integrity of the capital market. The prevention of violations of these rights is primarily
achievable through the non-criminal and supervisory powers of the Judiciary, especially
those vested in the Prosecutor. Instruments such as the issuance of interim orders, warnings
and notices, filing criminal complaints on behalf of society, intervention in civil
proceedings related to public interests, and supervision over the proper implementation of
laws represent some of the most significant existing capacities in this regard. A
comparative study of common law systems further demonstrates that mechanisms such as
public interest litigation and preventive judicial orders play a significant role in preventing
the widespread infringement of public rights.
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