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Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate the impact of educational inequality on
the theft rate in the provinces of Iran during the period from 2004 to 2013.
Inequality in access to educational opportunities can pave the way for criminal
behavior by weakening human capital, reducing social mobility, and limiting
job opportunities. This study employs provincial panel data and the Generalized
Method of Moments (GMM) to estimate the model. The educational inequality
index is used as the main explanatory variable, and the per capita theft rate is
examined as the dependent variable in the model. The results indicate that
educational inequality has a positive and significant effect on increasing the
theft rate in the provinces of Iran. In other words, the widening educational
gaps among different social strata increase the likelihood of committing
property crimes, particularly theft. The research findings suggest that the
unequal distribution of educational opportunities, by intensifying social
deprivation and reducing economic opportunities, can lay the groundwork for
the spread of criminal behavior. Therefore, policymakers should consider
improving educational equity as an effective tool for crime prevention and
enhancing social security.
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