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Abstract

Honor killing, as one of the most prominent instances of violence against women, represents a
profound challenge to the Iranian criminal policy, often rooted in the context of forced
marriages. This study aims to dissect the nexus between these two phenomena, evaluate the
cultural and legal facilitators, and propose a modern “Marriage Management” model as a
multifaceted preventive strategy. This research is conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method, relying on library-based sources. The findings indicate that forced marriage is
reinforced by patriarchal cultural norms(such as the false sanctity of “honor and reputation”)as
well as structural gaps and deficiencies within the legal system, eventually culminating in
homicide. These legal weaknesses are evident in both the Civil Code(which facilitates the
imposition of marriage) and the Islamic Penal Code(particularly Articles 301 and 630, which
grant relative immunity to the perpetrators). In response, the “Marriage Management” model, as
a preventive criminal policy, offers a comprehensive solution based on three pillars: 1)The
cultural-educational dimension, aimed at transforming attitudes; 2)The legal-structural
dimension, emphasizing the reform of substantive laws and the strengthening of protective
mechanisms; and 3)The institutional-interventional dimension, to ensure a rapid and integrated
response. In conclusion, transitioning from purely punitive approaches to a preventive model is
essential for the effective reduction of these crimes.
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