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Abstract

Field and Aims: Lawyers, as key actors in the realization of justice and the
defense of citizens’ rights, are exposed to various occupational threats and forms of
victimization. Such victimization may include threats, defamation, obstruction of
duty, and even physical violence. The purpose of this article is to analyze the
underlying causes of lawyers’ victimization in Iran and to propose preventive
measures within the framework of the existing legal system.

Method: This article has been prepared using a descriptive — analytical approac.
Findings and Conclusions: The findings of this study indicate that the
phenomenon of lawyers’ victimization in Iran particularly in criminal, family, and
economic cases has become a serious problem that both undermines the
professional independence of lawyers and threatens citizens’ right to fair trial. The
main contributing factors include the weakness of legal protective mechanisms, the
absence of specialized institutions to address crimes against lawyers, the lack of
public awareness about the role of the legal profession, and the absence of risk
management training for lawyers. On the other hand, this study shows that despite
the capacities embedded in Iran’s Constitution and ordinary laws, the legal system
lacks effective operational mechanisms for both prevention and response.
Consequently, addressing this challenge requires a systematic approach, including
the enactment of comprehensive legislation for the protection of lawyers with a
specific focus on criminalizing assaults against them, the establishment of
supervisory and support bodies within bar associations to promptly address threats,
and public awareness campaigns to highlight the role of lawyers as a cornerstone of
justice. Furthermore, the use of technology to reduce high-risk physical interactions
and the provision of security skills training for lawyers are among other necessary
measures. Without these actions, not only will lawyers’ job security remain
unprotected, but the realization of fair trial for all citizens will also be jeopardized.
Keyword: Victimization prevention, lawyers, Iranian legal system, occupational
security, criminal protection, judicial policymaking.
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