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Abstract

The financing of terrorism is one of the most significant forms of support for
organized and violence-oriented crime, which has become increasingly complex in
the context of economic, financial, and technological developments. From a
criminological perspective, understanding the mechanisms underlying the
formation, continuity, and expansion of this phenomenon, as well as the legislative
and institutional responses to it, is essential for designing an effective criminal
policy. The aim of this study is to conduct a comparative criminological analysis of
terrorism financing in the legal systems of Iran and the European Union, and to
identify the strengths and shortcomings of each in the prevention and control of
this phenomenon. This research has been conducted using a descriptive—analytical
method. The findings of the study indicate that the European Union, by adopting a
multilayered and prevention-oriented approach based on financial supervision,
institutional transparency, asset freezing, and cross-border cooperation, has
established a relatively coherent mechanism for controlling the financing of
terrorism. In contrast, despite the enactment of relevant legislation, Iran’s legal
system continues to face several challenges, including ambiguity in legal concepts,
the absence of a clear definition and list of terrorist groups, weak institutional
coordination, and the relative inefficiency of financial oversight. The results further
demonstrate that enhancing conceptual transparency, developing risk-based
supervision, strengthening the role of the Financial Intelligence Unit, and drawing
upon the experience of the European Union could contribute to improving Iran’s
criminal policy and increasing the effectiveness of its system for combating the
financing of terrorism.
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