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Abstract

De-judicialization, as one of the core strategies of modern criminal policy, seeks to
reduce criminal interventions and remove disputes from the scope of formal judicial
proceedings. The present study aims to examine the requirements of the legislative
system for realizing de-judicialization and to identify its practical manifestations in the
legislative criminal policy of Iran. The main question is: what are the requirements of
the legislative system for the revival of de-judicialization, and what manifestations has
this strategy found in the substantive laws of Iran? This research is written in a
descriptive-analytical manner. In the past two decades, the Iranian legislator has taken
significant steps toward the institutionalization of de-judicialization. The Islamic Penal
Code (2013), by providing institutions such as alternative punishments to
imprisonment, postponement of sentencing, and the semi-release system, as well as the
Code of Criminal Procedure (2013), by introducing institutions such as suspension of
prosecution, deferment of prosecution, criminal mediation, and case archiving, have
brought about a fundamental transformation in this field. However, the implementation
of these institutions faces challenges including legislative incoherence, ambiguity in
the laws, weak executive infrastructure, and a lack of proper cultural awareness. De-
judicialization in the legislative criminal policy of Iran faces a gap between legislative
requirements and practical manifestations. Realizing this strategy requires a
comprehensive and multidimensional approach, including the reform of the legislative
structure (coordination among legislative authorities, clarity of laws, and continuous
updating), strengthening executive infrastructure (supervisory bodies, social work
services, and modern technologies), specialized training for criminal justice system
actors, and social culture-building. The realization of criminal justice through de-
judicialization necessitates moving beyond ad hoc approaches and adopting a long-
term strategy based on criminological studies and social needs assessment.
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