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Abstract

Field and Aims: In contemporary criminal policy, the expansion of pardonable
(complaint-based) crimes has attracted attention as a manifestation of the shift from a
punishment-oriented approach toward humanistic, social, and restorative approaches.
The objective of this study is to examine the criminological foundations of the
expansion of pardonable crimes in Iranian criminal law and to analyze the legal
consequences arising from this development in both the substantive and procedural
domains of criminal law.

Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive—analytical approach and
relied on library sources, legislative documents, and the analysis of criminal law
institutions.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicate that the expansion of pardonable
crimes is influenced by contemporary criminological approaches and has led to a
reduction in the negative effects of criminal labeling, the strengthening of mechanisms
of reconciliation and restoration, and greater attention to the human dignity of
offenders. In the field of substantive criminal law, consequences such as the possibility
of mitigation and conversion of punishment, changes in the rules governing complicity
and attempt, pardon based on the offender’s age conditions, and the increased role of
the complainant in determining the type and extent of punishment can be observed. In
the field of procedural criminal law, changes in the jurisdiction of adjudicating
authorities, transformations in the rules of limitation periods, and the reinforcement of
the active participation of the victim in the judicial process are among the most
significant effects of this development. Overall, the expansion of pardonable crimes
reflects the evolution of Iran’s criminal policy toward greater flexibility and
simultaneous attention to the rights of both the victim and the offender.

Keyword: Pardonable crimes, criminology of social reaction, restorative justice,
peace-oriented criminology, victim, mitigation of punishment.
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