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Abstract

Field and Aims: Sexual victimization of children and adolescents is among the most
serious threats to their physical, psychological, and social well-being, and addressing it
requires the adoption of effective criminal and non-criminal preventive policies.
Despite the existence of certain legal safeguards, significant gaps remain in the areas of
comprehensive prevention, public education, and coordination among protective
mechanisms within different legal systems. The objective of this study is to conduct a
comparative examination of policies for preventing sexual victimization of children
and adolescents in Iranian law and selected common law countries—namely the United
States, Canada, and Australia—and to identify existing challenges and shortcomings.
Method: This research was conducted using a descriptive—analytical approach and
drawing upon library resources, legal documents, and comparative studies. Criminal
and non-criminal preventive policies in the four legal systems were examined and
compared.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicate that each of the countries studied has
adopted distinct preventive approaches in accordance with its social, cultural, and legal
context. In Iran, the primary emphasis is on criminal punishments, while non-criminal
prevention, public education, and institutional coordination remain insufficiently
developed. In the United States, the combination of federal and state laws, together with
systems for monitoring sexual offenders, has created a relatively advanced framework for
criminal prevention. In Canada, alongside social and educational support measures, the
application of severe punishments is also observed within the framework of criminal
prevention. In Australia, stringent penalties, extraterritorial criminal jurisdiction, and the
implementation of the National Strategy 2030 constitute key criminal and non-criminal
preventive mechanisms. Overall, the most significant gap in Iran’s legal system is the
absence of a comprehensive non-criminal prevention approach, weaknesses in public
education, and a lack of institutional coordination in supporting children. Drawing on the
experiences of common law countries may contribute to strengthening preventive policies
and enhancing the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in this field.
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1. Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act - CAPTA

2. https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/capta-2016

3. Stop It Now! - Prevention Programs

4. https://www.stopitnow.org/

5. Children’s Internet Protection Act - CIPA

6. https://www littlewound.us/Downloads/Childrens_Internet Protection_Act.pdf
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1. https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/uploads/res/criminal-code-act-1995-volume-2-as-of-

2020 html/Criminal Code Act Volume 2 as of 2020.pdf

. Children and Young People Act 2008

. Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998 (NSW)

. Child Protection Act 1999

. Children, Youth and Families Act 2005

. Children and Community Services Act 2004

. CARE Australia Child Safeguarding Policy
.https://www.care.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/CA-Child-Safeguarding-Policy-2023-2026-
1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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