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Abstract
Field and Aims: Mental schemas play a key role in the perception and processing
of information and in how each individual interprets that information. Jeffrey
Young’s theory of early maladaptive schemas refers to destructive patterns of
thinking, feeling, and behavior that emerge as a result of unmet core emotional
needs during childhood. Numerous studies emphasize the role of schemas in the
occurrence of delinquency and victimization. In this research, the characters of the
film The Old Bachelor are evaluated based on early maladaptive schemas.
Method: This study employs an inductive qualitative content analysis method,
whereby the film’s data were initially examined without any theoretical pre-
'Zlissumgtions, and subsequently the theoretical framework of the research was
erived.
Findings and Conclusions: The findings indicate that the emotional deprivation
schema and the entitlement/grandiosity schema, together with narcissistic
antisocial personality disorder in "Gholam Bastani," provide a cognitive
justification for violating social norms, thus leading him to perceive deviant
behavior as the primary strategy for dealing with life’s challenges. From the
perspective of the social schema theory of crime, Gholam displays all three
schemas of hostility, present-orientation, and low commitment to conventional
norms. In addition, all four elements of the criminal personality theory—self-
centeredness, instability, aggression, and emotional callousness—are present
within Gholam’s character.
Moreover, the schemas of abandonment/instability, emotional deprivation,
defectiveness/shame, and social isolation/alienation in Ali make him a suitable
target for victimization. Rana, characterized by the approval-seeking/recognition
schema and histrionic personality disorder, strives to remain at the center of
attention—a tendency that exposes her to situations conducive to criminal
victimization. Reza, affected by dependency and undeveloped self schemas, is
prevented from achieving personal independence.
Keyword: Early maladaptive schemas, social schema theory of crime, criminal
personality, The Old Bachelor, personality disorders.
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!~ Approval-Seeking/Recognition-Seeking.
2 - Negativity/Pessimism.

3 - Emotional Inhibition.

4 - Unrelenting Standards/Hypercriticalness.
3 - Punitiveness.

¢ - Social Schematic Theory of Crime.




| A\ Applied Criminology Research

Volume 3, Issue 9, Autumn 2025

Ol e 1S L1 Bp o s dS ol g il o8 555 0 il Saalr 5 ot
Aol Lo e e LS Sl SO s wle e slasl s

5 Flarl 650 laeil S LT 5 s platzl o)l b 4
LS op I oS el il (slas a5 cnl 3l (145503 (S5 sk o st gl slaply
53 it Ba L ) S et o s 5 il e IS 1 1 elean 3G
a6 S5l 033Uy cmiomen 5 sl ol Slaply 5 (555l SIS SO 5 50
Sl slaan i 55 Eel ( (SUS5 e Jlo SO 3 il e gl 5 G2l S
AU sl S b e (WASWVA YV E TS 5 5san) 355 g0 35 50
op b DLl A L sl e U35 L Oler ols ol lae )l b
LS

Lyl b as as e Ol (i lidianelr 5 L bl Sl eldl b 5 5 gen
o OLSa gy slaes S usm b Lams i Sal il Copis tibe elaasl Aol
L Ol a0l & 555 o jmmie ol slazl lao s b 5 byl 31 (las sames (o8 IS
o)l g b 1l (g gmee ad jo e 0l 1S s Sl cpl Lledsl Pl i1 Lt b
Lo o) o5 culs 5 2l Sl o)l b (Wilipads 5 Sag O1,503) Cueseas
Cylte glajlis 5l S o)l b (Sdetils ladsly 5 Sodisl 5 Kys il
D a3 S s lsm b ae ol S (6 S05E O a5 L aleel )
3 ydr el Ol w alaas o5 (bl pl s o 5l 311 2 SISO Dl
ol S wlem s WL sl 4 a3 5 A et 5 g 1 0L 5
oty 1y 33 3,8 o ISE Cng s 5 gl Sl 534S (6558 slis,l 4 il § .S Iy
el slasla 4 golezel o s o S LEIS Glagmasl 5 Sdesli S ol
535 il ae s Glbl s i ooy bl Lai aals bayl s 3 aS 558 e bl Sl
OYYNNYY YV 0 550) LS el dlhe o 5 b e ) oSG0 56 (ams

5 dS (Slmp Olis lacnd 5 hsme ealie LS5 Slp ol S0 o)
Flamrl o)l b 4 i (OA0 YN sy i sa) AS o ol B o slaz] (5500
|5 bian B o b pllasl olerl ol ge oS S o0 (25 D 5 s 0
aS a5 L (G il Sl ) ol (slao )l b 51 las poma
VL OS5 5 aa) s o SRl L g sl sllae b e s la oz

3 Simons et al.
4 - Criminogenic Knowledge Structure — CKS.
5 - Simons & Burt.
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!~ Egocentricity.

2 - Lability.

3 - Aggressiveness.

4 - Emotional Indifference.
5 - Eronen et al.
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