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Abstract

Field and Aims: The present study was conducted with the aim of discovering and
deeply explaining the lived experiences and subjective perceptions of educated
local residents of the Bisheh and Kahman region in Lorestan Province. The
research focuses on evaluating the multifaceted impacts of tourist presence on the
local social structure, particularly concerning the emergence of crime, misconduct,
and social deviance in these natural and sensitive areas. This study seeks to reveal
the underlying mechanisms and qualitative causes of these impacts from the
perspective of the host community. Thus, this research endeavors to fill the
theoretical and methodological gap in the existing literature by focusing on social
interactions in natural environments.

Method: This study utilized a qualitative research method with a hermeneutic
phenomenological approach. The research population consisted of educated local
residents of the studied areas, among whom 18 individuals were selected using
purposive, snowball sampling. The sampling process continued until the point of
theoretical data saturation was reached. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews and analyzed using Collaizi's method.

Findings and Conclusions: The main and sub-themes of the impact of tourism on
criminality and social deviance were identified and grouped into four macro-
categories: "Cultural and Moral Deviations," "Crimes Against Public Order and
Security," "Contextual and Environmental Criminogenic Factors," and "Secondary
Harmful Consequences." The findings indicated that, from the host community's
perspective, tourism acts as a contextual criminogenic factor, leading to the
emergence of aberrant behaviors and the weakening of social cohesion by
activating mechanisms of Social Learning, Social Disorganization, Strain, and
Opportunity.
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1. Social Disorganization Theory
2. Shaw & McKay
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