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Analysing the environmental factors influencing crime prevention and
improving the sense of security in urban parks

(case study: Abidar Park Sanandaj City)
Afshin Abdollahil<!, Mehdi Saidi?, Hedieh sayari®

Abstract

Field and Aims: Safety and security, as one of the fundamental pillars of social
stability, play a crucial role in the extent of citizens' use of and satisfaction with urban
parks. This study was conducted with the aim of analysing the environmental factors
affecting crime prevention and improving the sense of security in Abidar Park of
Sanandaj, drawing on the theoretical framework of Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design (CPTED).

Method: The present applied research utilised a quantitative method with an analytical
survey approach. Data were collected by distributing a researcher-made questionnaire
based on five dimensions- environmental, physical-spatial, landscape, social and
functional- among 400 park visitors in the spring of 2024. Data were analysed using
SPSS® version 27 software and Pearson's correlation test.

Findings and Conclusions: The findings revealed that in the social dimension, the
indicator "presence of a significant number of people in the space" showed the
strongest correlation (0.987), making it the most influential factor for security. In the
visual dimension, "improved visibility and surveillance through appropriate lighting"
had a coefficient of 0.650, while in the functional dimension, "diverse cultural spaces"
had a coefficient of 0.634; both contributed most significantly to creating security. In
the environmental domain, "absence of blind spots and hidden areas" had a coefficient
of 0.399, and in the physical-spatial dimension, "Sufficient space area and size," with a
negative correlation (-0.400), indicate reduced security in overly expansive spaces and
were identified as key factors. These findings can be interpreted through three main
strategies: enhancing natural surveillance by promoting presence and effective lighting;
controlling territory by managing space size and functional diversity; and improving
environmental maintenance by eliminating blind spots and developing cultural spaces.
Together, these strategies provide a comprehensive framework for establishing
sustainable security in Abidar Park.

Keyword: Sense of security, urban parks, crime prevention through environmental
design, Abidar park Sanandaj city.
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