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Abstract

Field and Aims: The family, as the primary social institution, plays a crucial role
in shaping individual personality, and its dysfunction can foster delinquency.
Female offenders often reflect underlying family dysfunction in addition to
unfavorable environmental conditions. This study aimed to identify the most
significant family-related factors influencing criminal behavior among incarcerated
women in Kermanshah.

Method: This quantitative, descriptive—analytical study included 80 incarcerated
women during the first half of 2024, assessed through a census approach; 70 valid
questionnaires were analyzed. Data were collected via a researcher-designed
instrument across four dimensions, with reliability and validity confirmed (AVE =
0.86, a = 0.82). Data analysis employed descriptive statistics, correlation tests,
multivariate regression, and logistic modeling.

Findings and Conclusions: Results indicated a nonlinear relationship between
age, education, and criminal tendency, with higher risk observed in mid-adulthood
and among women with university education. The strongest predictors of
delinquency were parental criminal history, family conflicts, and domestic
violence, each significantly increasing the likelihood of offending. The regression
model explained approximately 72% of the variance in criminal tendency. Stable
parental employment had a protective role, whereas larger family size exerted
additional strain. Moreover, offense patterns shifted with age, moving from
financial crimes toward violent and drug-related offenses. Family dysfunction—
particularly parental criminal records and domestic violence—plays a central role
in female delinquency. The model’s strong explanatory power (72%) highlights the
systematic influence of family factors. These findings underscore the need for
family-centered preventive interventions, economic support for high-risk families,
parenting education, and the development of community-based programs.
Keyword: Familial factors, incarcerated women in Kermanshah, domestic
violence, family structural dysfunction, crime prevention.
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