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Abstract

Field and Aims: Schools play a crucial role in shaping students’ behaviors and in
social crime prevention. The quality of educational management can significantly
influence the reduction of high-risk behaviors and the development of social and
ethical skills in students. This study aimed to examine the role of educational
management in social crime prevention within schools and to identify its key
functions.

Method: The research employed a mixed-methods design within a pragmatic
paradigm. In the qualitative phase, data were collected through semi-structured
interviews with experts and analyzed using a grounded theory approach, resulting
in six main functions and 24 indicators. In the quantitative phase, a questionnaire
was administered to 386 teachers, principals, and deputies. Reliability and validity
were confirmed using Cronbach’s alpha, composite reliability (CR), average
variance extracted (AVE), and the Fornell-Larcker criterion.

Findings and Conclusions: One-sample t-test analysis indicated that all six
functions—design and implementation of educational programs, creation of a safe
school environment, development of students’ social skills, effective interaction
with parents and community, civic education and responsibility, and promotion of
ethical values—had a significant impact on reducing high-risk
behaviors.Comprehensive and purposeful educational management can effectively
prevent social crime by fostering a safe environment, enhancing social and ethical
skills, and encouraging active participation of parents and community. These
findings provide a robust scientific and practical basis for educational policy and
school planning.
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