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Abstract

Field and Aims: Apology, as one of the mechanisms of restorative justice, not
only allows the victim to regain a sense of self-worth and respect but also serves as
a restorative and soothing step in the restorative justice process. in Iranian law, the
legislator recognizes moral damages resulting from crime as compensable and
identifies apology as one of the tools for compensation. However, the necessary
legal mechanisms for this purpose have not been established. This article aims to
explore the ontology and characteristics of apology, identify the process of apology
within the restorative justice system, and explain its impact on the three dimensions
of crime.

Method: This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach.
Findings and Conclusions: From a legal perspective, an effective apology not
only aids in compensating the victim's non-material damages but also contributes
to reducing tensions arising from the crime and facilitates the processes of
reconciliation, dispute resolution, and criminal mediation. this issue is significant
in the Iranian legal system, especially within the framework of laws related to
restorative justice, and requires further attention to strengthen apology as an
important component in the process of compensating for non-material damages.
From the perspective of criminological principles, an apology not only helps
improve the relationship between the victim and the offender but also creates the
necessary groundwork for the offender's reintegration into society and reduces the
risk of reoffending.

Keyword: Apology, Moral Damages, Victim, Restorative Justice, Accountability,

Compensation for Damages.
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